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acancy, M.A., English, B.Ed upto
22/12/2023. Apply to the Secre-
ary, Simultala High Madrasah
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Subsit Gram Panchayat
Vill+ B.O.- Subsil P.5.-Bagnan Disl,-Howrah

Sub -GRAM PANCHAYAT TENDER NOTICE

Sealad Tenders are mvited by the Pradhan, Subsit
Gram Panchayat, Subeit. Bagnan, Howrah, for 02 nos
af wark vida MIT Mo-WEBHZP/BAG-VSUB/MNIET-11 to
132022-2023, Dated-20.01. 2023, Bd Submission Date-
20.01.2023, From 05.00 P.M. 10 27012023, 12.00
Moon, Bid Opening Dete-30.01.2023, 02.00 P.M.. Detail
information avaiabie at this GP Office during the
working hewrs.

Sdi-
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Subsit Gram Panchayat,
Subsit, Bagnan, Howrah
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Haj & Umrah Group Organiser ¢ Domestic & International
hir Tickets & Package Tour ¢ Passport & Visa Assistance

Grown Tours & Travels

878, Grant Street, 1st Floor, Kolkata-700013
Ph.-033 22268487, 40087460, Fax: 22268488

E-mail: crowntours_travels@yahoo.com
crowntours.travels@gmail.com
visit us: www.crowntoursandtravels.com
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It should have given land rights to the people living on its
unused land for years

RANJAN SARKAR, DEPUTY MAYOR, SILIGURI

ON THE FIRE THAT GUTTED SEVERAL SLUM HOUSES THAT STOOD ON LAND OWHNED BY THE RAILWAYS

C

FireinSiliguri

SANKHA GHOSH
SILIGURT, 21 JANUARY

major fire razed at
least 13 houses to the
ground, rendering
round 50 persons
homeless in a slum area at
Dharam Nagar near the diesel
shed at the Siliguri Junction
under ward-1 today. Around
four persons were injured
while trying to douse the
flames.

Itissuspected that the fire
broke out when a person
named Pappu Ram was cook-
ing in an earthen oven in his
home. Itis said that he had not
doused the fire while also
keeping dry wood on them.
Sources said that the dry wood
helped the fire to spread and
within a few minutes it engulfed
the shanties located on the rail-
way land. The locals said at least
three gas cylinders had also
exploded.

Officials of the fire and
emergency services, howey-
er, said investigations had
started to ascertain the cause
of the fire.

Thisis the second fire inci-
dentin two months. A devas-
tating fire had gutted at least
41 houses, displacing around
300 people in the slum on rail-
way land at Khudiram Colony
under ward 18 on 19 Novem-
ber.

Frequent incidents of fire
inslums have raised questions
on people's alertness.

Locals said the fire broke
out at around 10 am. The
houses were made of tinsheds,

Threefire tenders brought
the fire under control within
one hour, it is learnt.

Preliminary assessment

rendersseveral
homeless 4 hurt

has suggested the damage at
some lakh rupees.

Sources said four persons,
Guddu Ram, Anil Ram, Kalu
and Sayead, sustained burn
injuries when they mounted
onatinshade and watered the
flames. They fell on the ground
when a cylinder exploded, a
source said. "Gudu Ram was
admitted in the North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital,
while Anil Ram is undergoing
treatment in the Siliguri Dis-
trict Hospital," sources said.
According to ward councillor
Sanjay Pathak, the Siliguri
Municipal Corporation had
ensured support to victims
under disaster management
and distributed clothes, blan-
kets, utensils and tarpaulins.

Siliguri deputy mayor Ran-
jan Sarkar said they were pro-
viding all possible help to the
victims. " Theland is owned by
the Railways. It should have
given land rights to the peo-
ple living on its unused land
for years. We will provide all
help to the fire victims. A
school has been arranged to
shelter them in case of require-
ment. We will discuss how we
can help them more,” Mr
Sarkar said.

In the fire at Khudiram
Colony, the civic body has
decided to issue holding num-
bers and possession certificates

to those families. The corpo-
ration had distributed cheques
of Rs 5,000 to each family
from the Mayor's Relief Fund
and itisalso rebuilding hous-
es for them.

Marriage plans foiled

Withonlya ﬁ:w daysleftfor
her daughter's wedding,
Pramila Devi cried incon-
snlaht}r

"Everything that I had saved
for my daughter Ullisa's mar-
riage was reduced to ashes
today. Her marriage date had
been fixed for 10 February,
while the engagement was
supposed to take place on 25
January.

The jewellery that 1 had
made for her, the money 1 had
saved, everything was
destroyed and stolen,” she
said. The woman earns her
livelihood by picking rags and
selling them.

Another resident Taniza
Begum said she was plan-
ning for her marriage early next
yvear in Kishanganj.

"The silver jewellery that |
had saved for the bid day all
melted in the fire,” she said.

According to Deputy
Mayor Mr Sarkar, all Trinamul
Congress councillors of the civic
body will raise funds to help
those families in arranging
for their daughters’
marriage.

US national held at Bagdogra
Airportwithsatellite phone

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURL, 2% JANUARY

A US citizen, Thomas Esroh
Seitz, was arrested near Silig-
uri for carrying a satellite
phone. Mr Seitz was caught at
the Bagdogra Airport during
security check by personnel
of the Central Industrial Secu-
rity Force (CISF) when he and
two other US citizens want-
ed to board a flight to Delhi
vesterday. Bagdogra police
station has arrested Mr Seitz.
The Siliguri court, however,
released him on personal
bond today.

Sources said the foreign
national has told officials that
he was not aware of the rules
about carrying a satellite
phone in India without per-
mission, unlike in his coun-
try. He had carried the phone
from America.

The 46-year-old resident of
Texaswas booked under sec-
tion 6 (1) Aof the Indian Wire-
less Telegraphy Act, 1933, 20
of the Indian Telegraphy Act
1885,

Sources said preliminary
investigations had suggest-
ed that Mr 5Seitz had arrived

in Delhi from the USon 12 Jan-
uary on behalf of Shield Al-an
American aerospace and
defense technology company
based in San Diego, Califor-
nia. ltdevelops artificial intel-
ligence-powered drones, air-
craft, and software to assist
defense operations. Its clients
include militaries of the Unit-
ed States and Brazil.

"He told investigators that
the US-based company and
an Indian company were work-
ing with the Indian
Army insome projects. He had
travelled to Sikkim also for this
purpose. Mr Seitz also pro-
duced documents to sub-
stantiate his claims," a source
said.

[t may be recalled here
that the Jalpaiguri police had
arrested a British, German
and Belgian for possessing
22 satellite phones that were
being operated without per-
mission from Chalsa on 9
February, 2014,

Indian Embassy notices
say that use/carrying of satel-
lite phone by foreign nation-
als (irrespective of category of
passport) without prior
approval is illegal/unautho-

rized. The Consulate Gener-
alof India NewYork, USA, says
in an advisory, "This is to
bring to the attention of gen-
eral public that under section
6 of The Indian Wireless Act
and section 20 of Indian Tele-
graph Act carrying/use of
satellite phones, by foreign
nationals (irrespective of cat-
egory of passport) without
prior approval, is illegal/unau-
thorized." A senior police offi-
cer said it appeared that the
offender had suppressed the
fact to immigration officials that
he had been carrying the
phone.

"Aforeigner has to submit
adeclaration to immigration
officials at the airport con-
firming, if he or she is carry-
ing a satellite phone. In this
case, he did not mention the
fact to immigration officials that
he was carrying the phone,”
the officer said.

Mr Setiz was produced in
the Siligur additional chief judi-
cial magistrate court today.

Assistant public prosecu-
tor of the court Sudip Roy
Basunia said the court had
released him on a personal
bond.

Teacher held for promisingjobs, taking cash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

SILIGLIRL 2T JAMUARY

A teacher of the Siliguri
Baradanakta Vidyapith (HS),
Pankaj Barman, was arrested
by the police on Saturday on
charges of taking money from
people on the pretext of pro-
viding jobs in upper primary
schools.

Mr Barman's name cropped
up following the arrest of a
teacher of the Ambari Falaka-
ta Chinta Mohan High School,

| ) PO OUCEOUT T

v I JALPAIOLRI
SHIGORI PALICE COMMISSIONERATE

Santosh Barman, recently for
allegedly takingaround Rs 17
lakh from aspirants while
promising jobs. Sources said
he would hand over the money
to Pankaj Barman.

The headmaster of the

Siliguri Baradanakta Vidyap-
ith Biplab Sarkar said theinci-
dent could affect the image of
the school and that the teach-
ers were upset with the arrest.

"It is not clear to us as to
why he has been actually
arrested,” Mr Sarkar said, A res-
ident of Cooch Behar district,
Mr Barman has been teach-
ing Sanskrit in the school
since September 2021.

Police arrested him from his
Hakim Pararesidence in Silig-
uri, sources said.

Uproarover Sikkim
exam ‘malpractices’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CANGTOK, 21 JANUARY

An Instagram story with a
photo mentioning the com-
bined exam for DSE AO and
LIS under the Sikkim Public Ser-
vice Commission [(5P5C]),
which was held at multiple
exam centres on 16 January,
has stirred a controversy in the
state. Adding to it, a letter
addressed to the SPSC chair-
man has been doing the rounds
insocial media in regard to the
combined exams.

Sources said that around
8,000 aspirants had appeared
in the exams for the posts of
18 Under Secretary (US), 14
Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP), and 30 Accounts
Officer (AQ), while students
have alleged rampant mal-
practice and use of unfair
means during the exam.

A letter purportedly writ-
ten by an aspirant to the SP5C
reads, "The lack of security in
terms of proper checking and
frisking of examinees, coupled
with the sheer carelessness
regarding mobile phones and
other electronic gadgets, have
led to reports of rampant
cheating by examinees at mul-
tiple centres. To add to this,
there have also been reports
of indifference shown by invig-
ilators towards these dis-
crepancies.”

Examinees whowrote their
paper at the Tadong Senior Sec-
ondary School, Room 489-50,
had allegedly received ques-
tion booklets with seals already
broken. There have also been
reports from the said centre
aboutinvigilators leaving the
examination halls unattend-
ed, leading to malpractices by
examinees in these rooms,
students alleged.

"Room 6B, PNGSSS, Gang-
tok, has seen the use of mobile
phones by multiple students

inside the examination hall
throughout the entire duration
of Paper . Examinees at Govt
Law College, Burtuk, have
been overheard talking about
how they checked for answers
online for Paper 1. There was
no frisking to check for mobile
phones and gadgets. Exami-
nees were simply asked to
deposit their mobile phones
at the entrance hall and the
maobiles were not returned
until the end of the examina-
tion. However, most of the
examinees did not comply
with this direction, which is evi-
dent from the fact that most
of the candidates were seen to
be using mobile phones dur-
ing the break (12pm-2pm),”
the students further said.

The SPSC, on the other
hand, said that it had taken the
matter seriously.

"The Commission has taken
the matter seriously and is ver-
ifying the facts proactively.

Asper the findings, appropriate

action will be taken accord-
ingly," the commission said in
astatement, adding, "Revised
answer keys are being uploaded
on 21 January, 2023 by the Com-
mission duly taking into
accountall the concerns of the
candidates. The Commission
assures fair evaluation to all
the aspiring candidates.”

Talking to the media, Pres-
ident of Reform Call Ganesh
Rai alleged that the government
had not been letting the SPSC
work independently. "A big
blunder has been commit-
ted and the commission must
take the entire responsibility.
Our educated unemployed
yvouths who sat in the exams
in thousands have been
betrayed with such lapses,” he
said.

Other opposition parties,
activists, and think tanks have
also demanded justice for the
aspirants.

NBU campusto have a ‘Freedom Square’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SILIGURI, 21 JANUARY

When the Calcutta High Court
Bench of Chief Justice Prakash
Srivastava and Justice Rajesh-
war Bharadwaj has dismissed
a Public Interest Litigation
(PIL) filed by a petitioner on
the issue of setting up a State
Institute of Hotel Manage-
ment in the North Bengal
University (NBLU) campus,
University authorities have
decided to establish a 'Free-
dom Square’ within it so that

the academic community of

the varsity can express their
thoughts.
NBU authorities yester-

day announced the estab-
lishment of an Open Stage
(Mukta Manch), named as
"Freedom Square' in the cam-
pus, which will be operative
trom April this year.

Addressing the students
in an inter-departmental
extempore speech competi-
tion titled Freedom to Express'
held at the Rabindra-Bhanu
Manch, Professor Om Prakash
Mishra. the Vice-Chancellor
of the University, announced
the innovative idea, officials
said. "The concept of extem-
pore competition s to have
healthy debate on prominent
issues, To take this eftort of the
students forward and to make
this more engaging, the Uni-
versity will start 'Freedom
Square' where any teacher, offi-
cial or student can express their
thoughts and ideas for holis-
tic growth of the University. The

stage can also be used for
cultural programs and differ-
ent discourses,” said Prof
Mishra.

The square will be con-
structed in a prominent place
in the University and will
become operational from |
April this year, sources said.

Atotal of 36 students across
different departments par-
ticipated in the extempore
speech competition. Ananya
Roy and Paramita Saha from
the Education Department
secured the first positionin the
competition, while Bishal Raj
Biswas from the English
Department won the best
speaker award.

Six of family injuredin Malda clash

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
MALDA, 21 JANUARY

Six members of the same fam-
ily were serioushy injured invio-
lent clashes between two
groups over land related issues
in the Bijli area of Bhado gram
panchayat under the Ratua
police station in Malda.

Among the injured are
family members, including
two brothers and two women.
All the six seriously injured have
been admitted to the Malda
Medical College and Hospital
for medical treatment.

The victim's family has
filed a written complaint
apainst the alleped "attackers”

Mukhlesur Rahman and
Sadiqul Sheikh, and their
group, at the Ratua police
station. While the accused
are absconding, the police
said they have started inves-
tigations into the matter.
According to police and
local sources, six persons,
including Abu Taher, 45, and

Mojibur Rahman, 42, were
injured in the attack. Among
the injured, two women are
undergoing treatment in the
Ratua Rural Hospital, The rest
are undergoing treatment in
MMCH. Mujibur Rahman
bought a total of 16 shatak of
land in two spots in Bhado area.
When over thirty people led
by the accused Mukhlesur
Rahman, Sadiqul Sheikh,
Shalig Sheikh attacked that
place with sticks and sharp
weapons. A total of six people
including Abu Taher, Mujibur
Rahman were injured in the
attack. Two women were
admitted o Ratua Health Cen-
tre. "The remaining injured per-

sons have been admitted to the
Malda Medical College and
Hospital with serious injuries,”
a source said.

According to the injured
Mojibur Rahman, he, along
with his brother had bought
a plot of land together a few
days ago, and that the accused
had been trying to take pos-
session of that land by force.
“"When they went to tence the
land that day, the accused
attacked them with their gang.
They were beaten with sharp
weapons, Mr Rahman said.

According to the police at
the Ratua police station, an
investigation has started into
the incident.
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